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Memorial Day Parade to kick off on Monday

By Muxe Laurimnan

A miuch-anticipated event
in the Town of Fairfield, the
annual Memorial Day Parade ia
scheduled for Monday, May 27,
kicking off at 10 a.m. and lasi-
ing until 13:30 a.m. This year's
theme is " Red, White and Blue:
We Honor You™

to the Armed Forces serving
in Irag and Afghanistan - a
Thanlks for Taking a Stand
The Parade has been an
snnual Town staple singe 19385,
with dozens of groups partici-
pating, from scouts, civil ser-
vice men and women and local
bosinesses to military, clubs
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and schools. Many groups cre
ate elaborate entries, like Boy
Scouts Pack 197, which will
have a patriotic truck hitch,
life-size Pinewood Derby Car
and derby push-cars. The
Shirinets are always a favorile,
driving ministure motonzed
cars in rigrag pattcrns down

the road, Dance performances,
vendors hawking patriotic
items, chilidren tossing candy,
live muaic and more offer addi
tional highlights,

The Parade starts at South
Pine Creck Road and travels
cast along the Post Road to

See PARADE Page 2
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Fairtield Public Libiag ¥,
then south along Old
Post Road 1o Fling'y
Comner, and east again
slong Old Fast Road
passing the Town Green
1o bevond Sauth Benson
Road

A spectacular addition
o the lineup of clas-
s vehicles this vear is
George King's 1916 WW]
Model T Ambilance,
attended by o Color
Giuard from Port Five
and followed by Gwen
and Parker Ackley's 1915
Podge Brothers Touring
Car as its Army Staff Car,
a vehicle thut was fuvored
by Blacklack Pershing
whose own Dodge was
nicknamed Daisy, The
Ambulance will represent
the Falrfield Museum
and History Center

The Fairfield
Museum’s parade dis-
play will be in the First
Division, followmg
the Fort Five Naval
Veterans, a special
arrangement faciliated
by Commander Richard
lannucc of Port Five

Ambulance 253, as
it is knowsn, is a 1916
Model T representa-
tive of the 1,200 Fords
donated by Americans
and driven by American
volunteers during World

n new high
this year.

War 1 in France. These
volunteers paid their
oW way over to France
and purchased their own
uniforms. They suc-
ceeded in evacuating
S000000 French wounded
from ad atathone at the
irenches 1o held hospi
tals in the fear, One hun-
dred and twiEnly-srven
diivers never fetuined
hame.

Repovation of
Ambulance 255% com-
menoed in 2009 fol-
lowing three years of
research in the U5, and
France. The ambulanee
was dedicated in a cer
emany on May 5, 20032
andd s been featured in

s =
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Crenrpe Hilhﬁ'-\ 1916 WWI] Madel T Ambulance will be

ght in Fairfields Memorial Day Parade

wich events as the 2013
Presidential Inaugural
Parade.

The fun doean’t end
when the Parade wraps.
Fatefield Musewin, at
170 Beach Road, irraices
the general public to
join them for & frec
Communiiy Memorial
Day Picnic, from Noon
to 3 pm. Family and
Iriennds are all welcome
10 hnnlp blankets and
jricmic baskets to the
Muscum grounds and
enjoy an allermoon of
pamecs and family activi
ties, including water-bal-
loon voss and snck races,
Relreshments will be
avillable for purchase,
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Fairfield’s Memorial Day Parade

Geoige King's 1916 Wi Model
T Ambadance will be a now
highlight i Fairfiehf’s Memorial
Day Parade thiv year
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Memorial Day picnic at Fairfield Museum

The Fairfield Museiam
will kick ofl summer witl
various  evenis and pro
grums, beginning with the
annual Memonal Doy Com-
mamdly Plonke on Maonday,
May 27, from noon o 3
o, The afterncon will fea-
ture free exhibitions, games
and refreshments sold by the
Kiwanis Club of Fairfield.

The museum will be
open on  Memorial  Day,
free of charge, from pooa
to A, Lluests are  encodr

aped io explone the museum
gift shop's all sew line of
merchandise. Dunng  the
grand re-opening, customerns
receive o museum tote bag
with every %25 purchase
Also curmmently on view s
Images 2013, the fifth annual
Juried photography exhibs-
thon celebrating the work of
55 wlented regional photog-
raphers and o solo show by
plotographer Philip Tragee
Im thiz year's Memoral
Iray pown parncde, the Faoi

field Museum's display will
inchede new additions, the
Port 5 Color Gunrd and 1916
WWI1 Model T Ambulance
255, along with n regular
entry, the 1915 Dodge Broth-
ers Tounng Car, dnven by
Fuirfield residents Gwen and
Purker Ackley. The ambu-
lance will be driven by area
resident George King, who
is raising money to take the
vehicle 1 France for the
World War 1 Memorial cel-
ehations,

Abso lnisnching on Memao-
rinl Day will = the Blue
Star Museiums progmm, a
collabomation  among  the
Mational Endowment for the
Ars, Blue Star Families amd
the Department of Defense,
offering free sdmission to all
sctive duty military person-
nel and thedr families through
Labor Day, More than 1,B00
museums are participating in
the Blue Siar Progmm, A
complete list is available
arts, pov/bluetnrmnseiama.
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