”Dodgmg" the Storms to Attend Car Events

By Gwen and Parker Ackley

With our other antique car down for
the season, it motivated us to finally
get our 1815 Dodge Brothers Touring
Car back into service. As the car had
not been on the road for the past five
years, a series of test drives and short
trips were in order to regain confidence
in the 111 year old car again. After 2
couple of short test drives with good
results, we decided to venture out 3 bit
further for a cruise night.

A former neighbor who had grown
up on our street, along with his fiance
happen to see us drive past on our way
to the cruise night. He wrote us 3 letter
asking if we would consider having
the Dodge at their wedding for photos.
it's not something that we usually do
because of the many issues involved,
but as the church was very closa by, we
decided to help them out {and further
increase confidence in the car).

Parker workad on solving the remain-
ing mechanical issues while Gwen vac-
uvumed, washed. polished and detaded
the car to get it ready. Despie ran n the
forecast, the day of the wedding tumead
out to be beautful. The Dodge was usad
for photos outside of the church as well
a3s 3t the recepton paviion, which made
the newlyweads very hapoy

The following weskand on September
13, 2026 another forecast storm crested

weekend, several o’%d*uereare.acy
postponed fom the prior weskend

The nexct local event we stiended with
our Dodge was 3 Thursday cruise might
run by the CT Seaport Car Cliub. But
unlike the week before. this tme thers
were scatterad localized rain showers
that made %or 2 small lumout However,
the car people who did venture out and
a:endecbadagm ‘comracsery::)ga-
er. Car Club President Sal Sinard hano-
ed everyone 3 raffie tickat for 3 chance
o win one of four prizes, with us winning
a portable tire infiator small enough o
carry under the seat of the Dodge.

£

On Ssturday. September 18, 2026,
our [ was on dispiay 3t the
Fairfield Police Cadets Car Show at
Fairfeid Ludiowe High School. This car

event s held 10 halp raise awaranass
and funding for the Cadets, who ks the
Pofice ¥Bs_ ar= not funded by the town or
pofice department. Thay relfied solefy on
community donabons and fundrasing.

Everything was done 1o help sttract
show cars 1o the event The Cadets
went 10 many local businesses and
restaurants 1o fund the trophies and
obiain many very impressive raffie prize
donstons. T hers was no regisiraton fes
-ﬂa'gec to car owners for this event!

stead, they rafied on car ownears o
ou."::'xase 50750 and raffie tckats o help
cover expanses. I you pre-registered,
you automatcally recaived one free
tcket when you checked in. Freshly
made hot food which included hot egg
sandwiches,. burgers, dogs. snacks and
beverages was svailable 1o purchase.

The Police KBs gave demonstira-
tons by X2 Soit. 3 Garman Shepard,
and explainaed the role of K8 Penny. a
bloodhound, who had recently found
2 missing person. The dogs and their
handers put on 3 speciacuar display
and are 3lways crowd pleasers.

We saw young children really enjoy-
ing the Touch-a-Truck display. painting
models at the Tesla table, and check-
ing out the fire truck, construction and
emergency vehicles. (Gwen even sat
in the Tesla Truck to get 3 photo of its
space age interior, which is an extreme
contrast to the 1815 Dodge Brothers
Touring Car that she arrived in.)

Despie 2l these incentves, there was
only sbout forty show cars due to other
events posiponad by rain to the same
day. which impacted the tumowt. Tha cars
that did attend were all hagh caliber that
were admirad by a good public tumout.
Ten car owners were very happy with the
13l trophies that were awarded.

For color online photos by Henry Ku-
tash of the Fairfield Cadets Car Show,
go to www.ctseaportcarciub.com/car-
show-photos. For tax daductible dona-
tons to the Fairfield Police Cadets, go
to www fairfieldcadets.comidonate. htmi
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